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President/VP Membership 
During our August watch, the temperatures 
we “enjoyed” were a bit on the warm side. 
Thursday and Friday saw temperatures of 
103 degrees. We then had a “cold front” 
come in on Saturday so it only reached 96 
degrees. As hot as this may seem, by 
comparison to the previous two days, it was 
relatively comfortable. The lower 
temperatures we usually experience in 
September should be quite a relief during 
our next watch. It seems that the number of 
criminal trespassers in our watch area may 
have been slightly lower this time, also, and 
this may have been due to the heat.  

 

One of the persons reported by Tokyo was a 
lone woman, obviously in distress. She had 
been abandoned by her “coyote” because 
she could not keep up. Had she not been 
found, she probably would have been 
another casualty of the Brooks County 
environment. In addition to this woman, we 
“observed and reported” 46 CTs and this 
resulted in Border Patrol apprehending a 
total of only seven. The lack of helicopter 
support and minimal number of ground 
vehicles due to “sequestration” may have 
contributed to an abnormally low 
apprehension rate. 
Tom K.   

Executive VP        
After missing the last watch it was good to 
be back in the thick of things this month. I 
will have more to say about what transpired 
in the Mission Control section below.  On the 
media front, Brian New of KTVT - CBS 11 
from Dallas brought a crew down and spent 
some time with us for an upcoming story 
they will be running.  We would like to thank 
Brian and KTVT for taking an interest in the 
border situation and what we are doing as 
an organization to be of assistance. At 
present we have tentative commitments 
from TV stations to be at the next two 
watches. Again, the media interest we are 
getting is due in large part to the 
professionalism we exhibit when on watch 
so thank you all for what you do. On another 
note, I was fortunate to receive an invitation 
to be part of an immigration panel 
sponsored by a local TEA Party group. 
There were about 40 or so in attendance 
and they demonstrated a keen interest in 
what is happening with TBV. I can’t say for 
sure but it seemed that the majority of 
questions came my way.  See you at the 
ranch. 
From the “Why we do, what we do” 
Department: 
Illegal Immigrant Allowed to Remain in 
US Despite Arrests, Accused of Drunk 
Driving Death 
http://www.breitbart.com/Big-
Government/2013/08/08/Refusal-to-
Deport-Illegal-Immigrant-Results-in-Loss-
of-Americans-Child 
Hoot G.        

http://www.texasbordervolunteers.org/wordpress/
http://www.breitbart.com/Big-
Government/2013/08/08/Refusal-to-
Deport-Illegal-Immigrant-Results-in-Loss-
of-Americans-Child


Chief of Staff 
62 Illegal alien deaths for Brooks County, 
Texas 2013  

 

       Maria, B.E.S.T Team, Linda and Jim 
Maria Espinoza founder of The 
Remembrance Project 
http://theremembranceproject.org/   joined 
TBV for the August watch. She interviewed 
members, spoke with local Law 
Enforcement, and had a sit down discussion 
with Susan D.(rancher and Ex. Director of 
South Texans Property Rights Association). 
Besides doing research and gathering 
material to put forth to legislators she is 
doing an article for Brietbart News. We 
appreciate her drive and determination to 
bring awareness to the multifaceted 
problems of illegal immigration. 
Dr. Vickers and I have both been busy with 
media and political gatherings in this month 
of August. 
Two weeks ago, we were invited to have 
dinner with U.S. Reps. Michael McCaul, the 
Austin-area congressman who chairs the 
Homeland Security Committee. Also 
included were other U.S. Reps from New 
Jersey and Kansas and the head of Border 
Patrol, Chief Fisher. 
Several days later, Dr. Mike Vickers was 
asked to speak alongside Todd Staples, 
Texas Agriculture Commissioner, at an 
interview for the support of Operation 
Drawbridge. This is new technology that 
assists law enforcement in capturing drug 
and human smugglers invading South 
Texas. The Texas Border Volunteers and I 
were instrumental in the initial testing and 
maintenance of the drawbridge cameras and 
their placements. 
Dr. Vickers thanked Commissioner Staples 
and other law enforcement entities, including 
the TX Dept. of Public Safety, for expanding 
tools to catch the drug/human smuggling.  
But this fight is far from over. It is an 

invasion. Landowners are heavily impacted 
by this invasion and rightly fear for their own 
safety. More federal resources are needed 
now. If we do not get the help from the 
Federal Government then we must look to 
the officials of our state of Texas for help.  
On Sept. 3rd we have been invited to a 
luncheon in the Rio Grande Valley with 
Senator Ted Cruz. Mike and I both will sit 
alongside Senator Cruz at a press 
conference which will be held on the Rio 
Grande River. Wow! 
We (Jim G., Dr. Vickers and I) will be 
addressing the Texas and Southwestern 
Cattle Raisers Association in Dilley, Texas 
on the 19th of September. This is a unique 
opportunity and we appreciate the support of 
the area rancher, Susan H.  
Mike and I do this for Texas and the rest of 
the nation. The danger that is passing from 
ranch to ranch out here is only going to be 
moving to other parts of the United States 
Linda Vickers  

VP of Public Events 
My last article told about the dog days of 
summer and we are right in the middle of it 
now. We have a few gun shows coming up 
the next few weeks and a couple 
presentations as well. I will report on these 
events in my next newsletter. The dog days 
hit our watch as well this past week. Other 
folks will report on our August watch, but 
dang it was hot and for those of you who 
have stood watch down there it usually has 
quite a bit of wind out of the southeast, 
which I might add is usually right in your 
face but that was not the case last week. 
One of the things I did encounter one night 
was a Border Patrol Tahoe which was on 
the track of illegals near my position and 
was shining a spotlight in the tree mott 
where I was hiding. I came out of the brush 
using my flashlight and identified myself and 
advised them of our other volunteers who 
were working the same fence-line. I was 
surprised to see a total of 4 agents in the 
vehicle which might verify reports we have 
heard of how the sequestration has affected 
BP by cutting down on their fuel budget. 
How great is it that the administration guts 
Homeland Security’s funding for border 
security rather than some other agencies 
with less priority than Border Patrol?   
Dennis M.  

VP Mission Control 
Dave Boles, our Mission Control guy, was 
unavailable for this month’s watch. As a 

http://theremembranceproject.org/


result, mission planning was basically done 
by committee and yours truly, along with 
Dennis Morrow, took the con in the radio 
room.  I am pleased to report that we 
managed to get everyone where they were 
supposed to be and we got them back to 
base without losing anyone. Seriously, 
things went pretty well. We had a situation 
one night that really tested our ability to 
maneuver in response to the sighting of a 
large group by Mark M. Due to a number of 
factors it became necessary to redeploy 
most of our teams to locations two miles 
away in the darkness. This successful 
redeployment was primarily the result of 
Charles Gilbert’s taking control of the 
situation in the field and running point on 
giving directions and coordinating the 
movements of the various teams. I would 
like to thank every member in attendance for 
your patience and cooperation with Dennis 
and I during our time on the radio. There 
were a total of 47 CT’s reported to Border 
Patrol for the watch with seven confirmed 
apprehensions as of this writing. Since there 
is often lag time involved on the 
apprehensions that number may go up. 
for Dave B.  

VP Administration 
One of the most rewarding items I have to 
report from this last watch was feedback I 
received, either directly or second-hand, 
from fellow members about their 
experiences performing scouting operations 
in the field during the daylight hours. TBV 
has recently upgraded our ATV fleet with 
two new Polaris units. These new ATV’s do 
so much for us; they allow us to get more 
volunteers deeper into the brush, we can 
also get to trouble areas quicker at night, 
and it allows us to put folks out during the 
day. Getting our members away from camp 
and out into the field is critically important. 
Our new members need to learn the vast 

area we cover, about 45,000 acres. Getting 
out in the field during the day also keeps 
them engaged during the long periods 
between evening watches. As the 
temperature drops during the Fall and 
Winter months we will use these new pieces 
of equipment to post out members during 
the day as well.  
Also during this watch I re-discovered the 
usefulness of the Garmin Rino GPS. For 
those of you unfamiliar with this little piece of 
equipment it is a GPS/walkie-talkie with the 
added benefit of being able to “ping” and 
see other Rino users around you. TBV has a 
few of these units for use by volunteers. I 
would strongly suggest all members take a 
look at purchasing one of the Rino units and 
learning to use them. Recently we have had 
opportunities in the field where real time 
location of other members could have 
resulted in better information being passed 
to Border Patrol.  
Thanks to Ed H. for keeping the numbers up 
to date. 
Charles G.  

Quotable quotes: 
"There is not in the whole science of politics 
a more solid or a more important maxim 
than this -- that of all governments, those 
are the best, which, by the natural effect of 
their constitutions, are frequently renewed or 
drawn back to their first principles." 
James Wilson, Lectures on Law, 1791  

"[W]e ought to deprecate the hazard 
attending ardent and susceptible minds, 
from being too strongly and too early 
prepossessed in favor of other political 
systems, before they are capable of 
appreciating their own." 
George Washington, letter to the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
1795   


