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A picture is worth a thousand words. This graph represents apprehensions by Border Patrol in the 
Falfurrias sector during the last three fiscal years.  Special thanks to VP of IT, Ken B., for the graphics.          

    

Chairman 
Linda and I had a visit from Senator Dan 
Patrick(Houston). He came on a fact finding 
mission and he got what he came for. 
Ranchers, Law Enforcement, TBV and some 
ranch security personnel were present. 
Senator Patrick will be running for Texas Lt. 
Gov. and is now very aware of Brooks 
County’s hardships and the impact of drug 
and human smuggling. 
We were also fortunate to enlighten Rep. 
Matt Schaefer (Tyler) during our Oct. 2013 
watch. The more of those that know about 
the problems the better! 
Linda and I were also invited to testify at a 
committee with McCaul in Houston. But it 
was postponed to a later date. However, a 
DVD containing recent thermal imaging 
footage of groups crossing into adjacent 
ranches will be hand delivered to McCaul in 
DC. Some of this footage will be released to 
certain media and then onto our FB and 
website. 
We do this for Texas and the rest of the 
nation. What comes through here is only 
heading to other parts of the United States. 
Dr. Mike V.   

President/VP Membership 
As reported elsewhere in this newsletter, we 
had a very successful watch in October as 
measured by the number of criminal 
trespassers we reported to Border Patrol 
and were apprehended by them. It was also 
very successful by another measure. We 
had four new members attend the watch and 
we were able to post them and observe their 
field behavior. All gave every indication of 
becoming valuable and active members. 
Comments from those who posted with 
these “newbies” were universally favorable. 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome the 
following: Mike E. of central Texas, Derrick 
L. of North Texas, Alan L. of East Texas and 
Thomas P. of Nebraska. Another new 
member, who was unable to post, also 
stopped by and spent a few hours with us. 
Pete R. of central Texas also gave every 
indication that he will be a very valuable 
member of our team. Welcome and thank 
you, to all five of these gentlemen!  
And, while we are thanking people, I would 
also like to thank those who helped clean 
our headquarters area and who helped in 
the “fix” for our facilities malfunction. I failed 
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to make note of those who participated in 
these activities, but want each of you to 
know that your actions are appreciated!  
Tom K.  

Executive VP        
It has been another active month for TBV. 
I was privileged to give our power point 
presentation to the National Security 
Intelligence Seminar for Law Enforcement in 
Galveston, TX. Over 80 law enforcement 
personnel from federal, state, and local 
agencies were in attendance. It was truly a 
great experience to be able to speak and 
interact with those defending our 
communities and we thank Dr. Hamid 
Kantara and the Galveston County Sheriff’s 
office for giving us the opportunity. The San 
Antonio media interest in TBV and the 
border issue continued during this last 
watch. Barry Davis (KENS 5), Grace White 
(KABB 29) and Bill Barajas (KSAT 12) all 
visited with us to prepare reports that will be 
released sometime in November. We 
appreciate not only their interest, but their 
professionalism and patience in working with 
us to get this vital story to the masses. 
Also, we have closed out the Falfurrias 
Border Patrol apprehension numbers for 
FY2013 which resulted in a staggering 
24,598 being apprehended. You can see a 
chart in the comment corner. Lastly, to all 
that make many personal sacrifices to 
attend our watches, we greatly appreciate all 
that you do to help keep this country safe by 
being difference makers. 
From the “Why we do, what we do” 
Department: 
Illegal alien molested 11-year old girl for 
months 
http://www.examiner.com/article/charge-
illegal-alien-molested-11-year-old-girl-
almost-every-day-for-months 
Hoot G.  

Chief of Staff 
A substantial impact of Dept. Of Public 
Safety(Texas DPS)officers/units and extra 
Border Patrol agents has worked the river 
and highways for 10 days during the month 
of September. This has put a dent in the 
smuggling business and is reflected in 
September’s numbers. Many local ranchers 
have also reported a decrease during this 
time frame.  
It shows that a physical presence and a 
determination can indeed help secure the 
borders.    

Let us show you some numbers from the 
database of TBV. 
2008(start of TBV database) to Oct. 2013 
2393 illegal aliens reported with a minimum 
of 1323 apprehended by Border Patrol(64% 
app rate) 
2013  
723 IA's reported/at least 464 apprehended 
by Border Patrol(55% app rate) 
Compared to:  
2012 
232 IA's reported/at least 126 apprehended 
by Border Patrol(54% app rate) 
BP's normal rate of apps is 10% up to 25%. 
We are doing a service to our state and the 
nation and the numbers reflect that. 
Linda V. 

VP of Public Events 
TBV has a new recognition program. It’s 
called the Participation Patch and you can’t 
buy one it must be earned! To earn one of 
these the 1ST requirement is to have 
attended a minimum of 10 watches. We 
have been handing them out at our recent 
watches during muster to great fanfare. It is 
our way to recognize those folks who have 
gone the extra mile in our effort to help 
secure the border. 

 

Speaking of extra miles, here is a pic of Ken 
and Alice S. who have gone a hundred extra 
miles working for TBV. They are the poster 
children for this award having attended 
numerous watches and other work on the 
behalf of TBV. Ken helped with the website 
and served a time on the board as 
President. Not to mention how both 
developed directed, produced and starred in 
our presentation DVD. This DVD was made 
for folks who are too far away to make an in 
person visit impractical. Tell you what….if 
anybody can surpass what these folks have 
done I will personally see their patch is given 
with a gold trim. The pic of the smiling proud 
couple shows what the badge looks like.    
Dennis M.  

VP Mission Control 
The extended October watch was a huge 
success. We set a new record. At one 
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particular moment during one mission there 
were 3 different groups of Criminal 
Trespasser’s moving on 3 distinct land 
parcels. The strength and efficiency of 
TBV's policies and procedures carried the 
day (night). We managed to assist United 
States Border Patrol agents in locating and 
capturing a good amount of the illegal aliens 
that we reported. 

 

TBV Oct. 2013 Watch 
89 illegal aliens reported  
56 apprehended by Border Patrol 
New Volunteers gained priceless 
experience. The new guy ' Swede' drove 
down from Nebraska and spotted a group on 
his first night in the brush. 
Communication back and forth between 
Volunteers in the field and "base" is the 
lifeblood of our operation. Please remember 
that if you receive a message you must 
respond in a way that the “sender” knows 
you "got" it.   
Brevity is terribly important in 
communications. One of the very best 
communications I ever received regarding a 
sighting report by a Volunteer in the field 
was "Gumball, 6 ". My response was."Got it, 
standing by". It really is that simple and that 
quick.   
The situation required some more fleshing 
out and detail later on. But it wasn't 
necessary for me to sort thru the Gettysburg 
Address looking for clues that Gumball had 
6 CT’s passing by him. If you haven't been 
down lately the traffic is steady. We need 
help. See you at the next watch. 
Dave B.  

VP Administration 
vol·un·teer  [vol-uhn-teer]; noun 
1. a person who voluntarily offers himself or 
herself for a service or undertaking. 
2. a person who performs a service willingly 
and without pay. 
That describes us to a tee. From Doc and 
Linda who give of themselves every day on 
down to a first time newbie. We don’t require 
acknowledgement or praise from the outside 
world. We do it for ourselves, our country 

and the man or woman that stands next to 
us on post. So it is extremely gratifying when 
we spend our own dollars and our personal 
free time to search for new areas in Brooks 
County so that we may observe and report 
illegal activity. It is hard, boring work that 
takes years to payoff.  
We are looking for intelligent, stealthy and 
determined criminal trespassers. Obviously 
they don’t want to get caught. They modify 
their behavior to avoid detection and yet we 
still seem to find them. We adapt and 
overcome. We get in their head and begin to 
think like they do. We learn more and more 
about them during every watch. Then, when 
enough is known about an area, we decide 
when and where to post out. This past watch 
we did exactly that. Our volunteers had 
never posted in this particular area before. 
We had only been on this brand new post 
for about an hour when we observed a 
group of 9 illegal aliens walking our way. 
The fact of the matter is that we were so 
good in picking our spot that the group 
practically walked into us. We had to light 
them up in order to keep them at a safe 
distance. This is not the first time this has 
happened (wait until you see our newest 
video). Like I said before, our business is 
observing and reporting illegal activity and 
business is good. Border Patrol was on 
station in less than an hour and off the 
offenders went. All except for the coyote, 
those guys are good at not getting caught. 
But I can guarantee you one thing, he had a 
story to tell his associates and it didn’t start 
out “Once upon a time”…..it was more like 
“You are not going to believe this! It is a 
story that I can assure you will be repeated 
often in the months to come. 
Thanks to Ed Henderson for keeping the 
numbers up to date. 
Charles G.  


