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Chairman 
Capt. Stacy Holland occasionally keeps 
Linda and I abreast of smuggling traffic in 
the area. We have his permission to use this 
pic and write up from a recent surveillance 
camera hit. This occurred on Dec. 5th around 
5pm and in a drop off area to the SW of our 
headquarters. Many of you that have 
attended watches know that we frequently 
get “buzzed” by Dept. of Public Safety (DPS) 
aircraft. This is a sign of their appreciation 
for “what we do and why we do it”!  
“This was an outstanding example of a total 
team effort. 
It began with a BSOC Drawbridge hit 
(Attached) that indicated 10 46 (Marijuana 
bales on back packs).  The attached email 
also contains a brief note from the Deputy 
Director of McAllen CBP air ops crediting 
DPS 108. 

 

Summary of the big picture: 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
and DPS sent air units. CBP’s Huey (Omaha 
593) arrived first and located abandoned 
bundles in the brush and started a ground 
response from USBP. The CBP Huey 
(Omaha 593) has no FLIR capability.  DPS 
Aircrew arrived in a FLIR equipped Astar 
and began a FLIR search and located two 
subjects. They put Omaha 593 on those 
targets and 593 directed USBP ground units 
to apprehend them. Omaha 593 and ground 
units found more bundles of marijuana as 

they searched the area near the suspects. 
DPS 108 continued to FLIR the area and 
spotted two other subjects in two separate 
locations hiding in the brush. Ground units 
were directed to those subjects and 
engaged in brief foot pursuits, covered by 
the two helicopters. 
The short version is Omaha 593 found the 
six bundles and DPS 108 found the four 
suspects. Because there were 6 bundles, 
they suspect 2 suspects got away.” 
Total team effort is how it is supposed to 
work. And while TBV does not and will not 
be involved when active drug smuggling is 
occurring…we do know…how to work as a 
team with Border Patrol and other Law 
Enforcement entities. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Dr. Mike Vickers  

President/VP Membership 
Yes, this has been an “epic year”! We have 
had more success in reporting criminal 
trespassers and having them apprehended 
by law enforcement agencies this year than 
at any other time in recent memory. 
Additionally, we have had several political 
figures and many news organizations visit 
with us. The national exposure we received 
from news sources such as US News and 
World Report, the Wall Street Journal and 
various television news organizations has 
been of immense value to us in carrying out 
our mission statement of “educating the 
general public with regard to immigration 
issues.” It is easy to lose sight of the fact 
that we are getting the issue of illegal 
immigration to the general public. However, 
when one considers that we have had new 
members from Maryland, Nebraska, 
California, Iowa, Wisconsin and Florida join 
TBV this year, it is obvious that we are 
reaching a national audience and our 
message is resonating all over the country. 
Recently, we were contacted by a 
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gentleman in Minnesota who was inquiring 
about membership in our organization. The 
last two sentences of his most recent email 
to us seems particularly pertinent to this 
discussion and to the importance of what 
our watch standers do: “I care about 
stopping illegal activity coming here so I am 
sure I will become a member in the future. 
Thank you again and GOD bless you and 
the organization.”  
Merry Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous new year to you and yours. 
Tom K.  

Executive VP        
First off as others may have alluded to in 
their comments, this has been a year for the 
books on many fronts. One is that we have 
seen our membership grow with the addition 
of a number of quality people that have 
brought new ideas and expertise to the 
table. One that is prominent on the list is Jeff 
L. His technology skills and initiative resulted 
in the first ever thermal video of criminal 
trespassers in the field back in March. It was 
made even more significant by the fact there 
were 60 in that particular group. The video 
was so compelling that we made it the 
subject of a press release that resulted in 
increased media and political attention that 
continues today. I would like to express my 
personal thanks to all the members, new 
and old, that have made 2013 so successful 
and memorable by virtue of the sacrifice of 
their time and resources.  Even though we 
are small in number what we do makes a 
difference.  For every illegal we report and 
Border patrol apprehends that is one less to 
drain the American taxpayer or potentially 
commit a serious crime against or fellow 
citizens.  I am looking forward to working 
with all of you to make 2014 even more 
successful. 
Secondly, I was privileged to give the TBV 
power-point presentation to the Bexar 
County Chapter of ACT for America.  The 
unique aspect of this particular event was 
that Captain Stacy Holland from the Texas 
DPS Aircraft Section was an unexpected 
attendee. He and his colleagues have 
responded to our reported sightings on a 
number of occasions so it was a real plus to 
have him there. During the Q&A portion he 
asked if he could expand on some of the 
topics in the presentation. He gave some 
insight that had the full attention of 
everyone. He also spoke in glowing terms 
about TBV and extolled the audience to 
support us by way of donations. They 

responded accordingly. Thank you Captain, 
for taking the time from your busy schedule 
to come out. A Blessed and Merry 
Christmas to all 
From the “Why we do, what we do” 
Department: 
Illegal alien charged with raping young 
child 
http://www.examiner.com/article/illegal-alien-
charged-with-raping-young-child-north-
carolina 
The number of OTM's apprehended that is 
reflected in Linda's entry account for 82 
percent of apprehensions, another reason 
for why we are out in the field.  It begs the 
question, how many were "special interest 
aliens" with possible ties to terrorism?  
Hoot G.  

Chief of Staff 

 

“Hello Miss Linda. I am sitting here trying to 
put words on paper to tell you how much I 
appreciate your very generous donation. I 
will never be able to thank you enough. My 
family and I truly appreciate it. I have been 
fighting this (cancer) for over a year but the 
support from people has never stopped. 
Even though I won't be home to spend 
Thanksgiving or Christmas with my kids… 
thanks to you, I can at least give them a 
Christmas gift. I worked with you before and 
those Beautiful dogs (successfully) and I 
hope I get a chance to do it again, so that I 
can thank you in person. Again thank you…” 
from Border Patrol Agent Manny M. 
All I did was to get the ball rolling. It was the 
kind souls and generosity of the Texas 
Border Volunteers that made this happen for 
Manny and his family. With a late donation, 
we sent in almost $1200.00!!! 
Manny starts his stem cell transplant this 
month. He has been extended an invitation 
to come visit TBV during a watch in 2014. 
Here are some more of his comments: 
“Thank you for the invite. I've always wanted 
to just go and see what happens out there. 
Ranch wise. Those TBV always have good 
stories. Thank everyone for me please. I'm 
truly grateful for their help. One day I hope 
to do it in person.” 
Manny motto: “Manny does not get cancer, 
He BEATS cancer.” 
As our TBV Facebook page grows in “likes” I 
will occasionally submit recent pictures and 
write ups. This is one that was recently 
posted on our page. It has received a great 
amount of “likes”, “shares” and comments. 
Almost 25,000 individuals have read this 
post!  
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“Rape trees and increase in illegal alien 
traffic abounds in Brooks County. 
Rape trees in Brooks County are becoming 
overly abundant. This is not the first one I 
have found on my property or on 
surrounding ranches. Nor is it the only one I 
have heard about recently. 
I spotted this (torn black bra and an empty 
little purse) across the fence on my 
neighbor’s property on the 13th of 
December. The proper authorities were 
called and the information passed along to 
law enforcement. This is way too close to 
my home and tackroom. Illegal alien traffic is 
off the chart in this area of my home. It is 
overwhelming and every day that passes....I 
feel less and less safe. In the last few 
weeks, this feels like a legitimate invasion 
that we are experiencing in Brooks County, 
Texas. 
A friend told me that he called in 50 illegals 
that he had a visual on. Border Patrol could 
not send anyone!!!! Not their fault since they 
are undermanned and many times they 
have large drug busts at the BP checkpoint.  
The Governor of Texas, Rick Perry, is right 
that the Feds should be protecting our 
borders and doing something about this, 
because they are constitutionally obligated. 
But they don’t care, and the Federal 
Government isn't going to do anything but 
give us lip service and tie the hands of 
Border Patrol. It’s time, hell it’s past time, for 
Texas to take care of Texas. This insanity 
needs to stop!” 
I was recently asked; since this is so close 
to my home could it be taken as a warning? 
In many ways this is in fact displayed as a 
warning, a warning to anyone who sees it. 
But it makes no difference. I am still here, 
not leaving and will continue to enjoy my 
ranch in the manner that I am accustomed. I 
am so thankful for my B.E.S.T. Team(Blitz, 
Elsa, Schatten and Tinkerbell) for they offer 
a level of awareness that I might overlook. 
And they offer a level of protection (thanks 

mainly to Tinkerbell) that I desperately need 
out here.   
Linda Vickers  

VP of Public Events 
From a TBV perspective, 2013 has been an 
epic year. Not so much from the venues 
stand point as much as what happened 
during the watches. We did the normal in 
terms of gun shows and I think we stepped it 
up in the presentation area. Turns out doing 
presentations brings in as much cash as a 
gun show and allows us to focus our 
message to an audience who needs and 
appreciates our message and information. 
What was different this year was the 
incredible increase in traffic we encountered 
on almost every watch. I have been able to 
do almost every watch since we transited 
from MCDC days. Because of the 
“negotiations” by the gang of eight with 
regard to so-called immigration reform, the 
incentive to folks thinking of coming here 
illegally has gotten a lot of traction. The folks 
who profit from this form of human 
smuggling have been given an opportunity 
to hype their services by promising the 
prospect of amnesty once they guide you 
across the border. I bet their fee for services 
rendered went up too! There were times this 
year we saw as many in one day/night 
operation that we would see in the past 
during an entire watch that was deemed 
productive. I don’t see the problem abating 
in 2014. One thing that happened was a 
Texas initiative called “Operation Strong 
Safety” whereby the State anteed up the 
people, money and resources to shut the 
border down in the Rio Grande sector. It 
WORKED ! We happened to have a short 
watch in progress and saw nothing! That is 
nothing until about 24 hours after the 
operation was shut down and then the 
faucet was turned wide open. The Cartels 
must have had a backlog of human 
inventory stacked up in Mexico waiting for a 
break in their fortunes. It proves we can 
have border security if we have the desire to 
do so. 2013 turns out to be an eye opening 
year in many other ways so as we sing Auld 
Lang Syne let’s hope things turn around in 
this wonderful country in many other areas 
as well. Let’s see what the New Year 
brings? 
Dennis M.  

VP Mission Control 
2013 was a huge year for TBV.  By the end 
of the July Watch we had reported, and U. 



S. Border Patrol had apprehended, well 
more than all of our 2012 totals. By nearly 
double! On two different occasions we had 
three different, distinct groups under 
observation, in three different locations, 
spotted and reported to B.P. Our totals for 
the year escape me but you can count on it 
that TBV saved the United States taxpayers 
well over a million dollars. That's all the 
result of the work and sacrifice of individual 
TBV members. You can all give yourselves 
a well-deserved pat on the back.  During our 
last Watch we had a State of Texas official, 
and a Houston area official visit and go out 
on a watch in order to see for themselves 
what was going on. And "see" they 
did. Each used night vision equipment to 
observe and help report multiple small 
groups sneaking through the dark. By the 
time that night was over they were so 
pumped that they decided, on the spot, to 
join as full members. The idea of illegal 
immigration had morphed from an abstract 
concept into a very real part of their world. 
They want to be a part of the solution. 
Welcome aboard and Merry Christmas. 
Dave B.  

VP Administration 
Our “business” is observing and reporting 
illegal activity and educating the general 
public. In 2013 business was good. One of 
our newest members made a comment on 
her Facebook page about how everything in 
the world seems to be upside down and 
makes no sense. That got me to thinking 
about how she is right, except for this one 
little spot in the world that I know about. It is 
a unique area where the people you meet 
are of the highest order. They have a pride 
in themselves and their country. The world 
looks very black and white to them. There is 
good and evil, right and wrong. They are the 
good guys doing right. They are some of the 
best friends a man could have. It is nice to 
know that places like this do indeed exist in 
the world. I find a lot of peace and joy in this 

little corner of the world. For giving me that 
gift I’d like to thank our hosts that allow us to 
operate on their property. I’d also like to 
thank our friends who wear badges of 
different designs that all serve the same 
purpose, to preserve, protect and defend. 
Thanks also need to go out to the readers of 
this little newsletter. We appreciate your 
comments and your submissions to our 
comment corner. We appreciate your 
support throughout the year, the words of 
encouragement and the donations for hats 
and t-shirts that help us buy the equipment 
we need in the field. So from all of us here at 
The Texas Border Volunteers we say Merry 
Christmas, Happy New Year and Thank 
You! 
Charles G.  

Quotable Quotes 
When you rise in the morning, give thanks 
for the light, for your life, for your strength. 
Give thanks for your food and for the joy of 
living. If you see no reason to give thanks, 
the fault lies in yourself. 
Tecumseh  

 

Texas Border Volunteers is a 
non-profit 501(c)(4) organization. We take 
no government bailouts and all members 
pay their own way. You can follow the link 
below to donate to our mission and assist us 
in our cause. 
http://www.texasbordervolunteers.org/wordp
ress/?page_id=38 

 

Ctrl + Click on the LINK below to visit our 
Facebook page! 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-
Border-Volunteers/196379367120922 
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