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It is with great sadness and regret that we announce the passing of Ken S. (The Professor) on 
June 20, 2014. He fought a short, but very courageous battle with cancer. Ken was dedicated to 
the mission of TBV and rarely missed a watch. At one time he served as President of TBV. Not 
only did he contribute his time, he was also very generous with monetary contributions. Our 
sincerest condolences and prayers go out to his wife, our TBV sister Alice, and the entire Sears 
family. The Professor will be sorely missed.  

Chairman 
I was thrilled to be a part of the TBV team at 
the 2014 Republican Convention here in 
Texas. I was so impressed by our members 
with their drive and determination. I send my 
gratitude and admiration to all of you for the 
excellent work that was done at our booth. 
It seems we are finally going to get some 
help in shutting down human and drug 
trafficking from the State of Texas. It is a 
difficult and delicate situation with the 
amount of women and children that are just 
giving up to Border Patrol on the banks of 
the Rio Grande River. However, with this 
increase in awareness of illegal immigration 
is an increase in interest in TBV.  
Yesterday evening we(Linda and I)were 
visited by Ryan Lovelace from National 
Review. We left our ranch with Ryan in tow 
to go to a neighboring ranch that is south of 
the Falfurrias Checkpoint.  
On the way, this ranch manager called us 
that he had pulled up to his house only to 
find it broken into by illegal aliens. 
The illegals had broken a glass gun case, 
were cooking bacon on the stove and had 
run out with several bottles of liquor. The 
manager feels that no guns were missing. 
This could have been a deadly situation for 
him or for any other ranchers in the path of 

these illegals. It is unknown at this time if the 
criminal trespassers were caught.  

It was evident that one invader had cut 
himself upon breaking the glass gun cabinet 
due to the blood drops throughout the 
house.  
This upcoming week we will have an 
interview with Jerry Kammer from Center for 
Immigration Studies.  
Dr. Mike V.  

President/VP of Membership 
Prior to the recent increase in the number of 
illegal aliens crossing our border, TBV has 
occasionally received requests from militia 
organizations, and other groups, to join us 
on our watches. Since the tremendous 
increase in illegal crossings we have 
received many more such requests. We 
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have always rejected these offers of “help” 
and will continue to do so. Our rationale for 
these rejections is varied. We realize that 
some of these groups are likely made up of 
good and honorable folks, but we have no 
way to verify this. Virtually all such requests 
are from groups that wish to carry long 
arms; and, as you know, TBV doesn’t 
condone that. Other groups have their own 
rules of engagement over which we have no 
control. Our friends in green would likely not 
know the difference between them and us if 
we were working together. Further, several 
border watch groups in the past have been 
made up of racists and we do not wish to 
associate with such groups. In summary, we 
have worked long and hard for several years 
to build a good reputation and do not wish to 
lose that reputation because of the actions 
of folks over whom we have no control. 
On a somewhat related topic, we have had 
employees and owners of several security 
firms join us in the past. In all cases except 
one, it soon became obvious that the 
primary reason for joining us was to use us 
as a means to solicit customers for their 
businesses. We now attempt to identify 
employs of such firms during the application 
process and let them know that we do not 
permit our members to use TBV in such a 
fashion. The one exception mentioned 
above is an honorable gentleman who has 
proven himself to be an outstanding 
member. 
Tom K.  

Executive VP 

 

Once again it was a busy month. Dr. 
Vickers, Linda, and I traveled to Yoakum, TX 
to give our PowerPoint presentation to the 
Republican Women of Yoakum. There were 
over 60 in attendance including the Lavaca 
County Sheriff, Micha Harmon. They were a 
great crowd and very generous with their 
donations. Thanks to Brenda Cash for 
facilitating this event. On another level, we 
were contacted by members of Senator 
Cruz’s staff asking us to participate in a 

conference call about the current conditions 
in our area as well as what can be done to 
help solve the border crisis. We gladly 
accepted and that call took place on Jun 
10th. Dr. Vickers, Linda, and I were on the 
call. In this session we were able to offer our 
assessment and to identify specific areas 
that need to be addressed in order to begin 
dealing with this problem. We discussed 
such things as mandating E-Verify, 
eliminating birthright citizenship for those 
here illegally, as well as other benefits that 
fuel the desire to enter our country illegally. 
During the call it was apparent that the staff 
was genuinely interested in what we had to 
offer. The fact that they came to us speaks 
directly to the credibility and reputation we 
have been able to establish as an 
organization. A subsequent meeting 
between one of the Senator’s regional 
directors and myself took place on June 
12th.  
Lastly, while we are under no illusions that 
profound policy changes will begin 
tomorrow, it is encouraging to know that 
someone of Senator Cruz’s position and 
stature is willing to reach out and ask for 
input from a small grassroots organization 
like TBV. We deeply appreciate the 
opportunity and look forward to future 
discussions. 
From the “Why we do, what we do” 
Department: NC- Illegal Aliens Commit 
More Than 7 sex assaults per day 
http://www.examiner.com/article/north-
carolina-illegal-aliens-commit-more-than-
seven-child-sex-assaults-per-day 
Jim G.  

Chief of Staff 
405 juveniles are included in local Border 
Patrol apprehensions for Brooks County. 
78% are OTM’s. Before this surge of illegal 
aliens, Falfurrias BP were experiencing 
maybe 100, sometimes up to 200 juvies a 
month. This is speculation or an educated 
guess on my part but most of the juvies 
apprehended by BP in this area are well into 
their teens. They are not children but young 
adults and fully capable of being gang 
members and having other assorted criminal 
behaviors such as rape, theft, vandalism, 
etc. 

http://www.examiner.com/article/north-
carolina-illegal-aliens-commit-more-than-
seven-child-sex-assaults-per-day


 

The above pictures were taken down along 
the RG River. Sad,yes? But on the other 
side of that coin is knowing that our Border 
Patrol Agents are having duties such as 
baby sitting, extensive processing and 
escorting illegal aliens to the hospital…all at 
our tax payer expense.  

Here is another perspective! This group 
ended up being a total of 14 young men that 
were apprehended on my property earlier 
this week. A young female agent, that 
worked this group and another previous 
group with TBV, had been assaulted a few 
days earlier. Luckily, as pretty as she was 
…she was just as capable and tasered the 
“you know what” out of her assailant. This 
illegal is now spending some time in our 
Corpus Christi jail and is awaiting charges of 
assaulting an agent. Cases tried in Corpus 
have a far better success rate than those 
that are tried in Brownsville. Hmmm? Food 
for thought. 
Many have pondered upon the possibilities 
of Illegals coming from those terrorist 
countries that mean to do us catastrophic 
harm. I wish I could say otherwise, but it is 
known that money from Iran was found in a 
bailout vehicle here in Falfurrias. You and I 
have already been alarmed. Is it not time to 
alarm the rest of the country? 
Linda V.  

VP of Mission Control 
TBV completed our June 2014 watch. It was 
definitely slow by our standards with 24 

illegal aliens reported, four of which were 
apprehended by Border Patrol. It should be 
pointed out that these were all males. These 
males are very likely to be part of the 
criminal element and are very good at 
avoiding Border Patrol. The vast majority of 
females and children of a young age are 
simply turning themselves over to Border 
Patrol immediately upon crossing the 
border. And, as reported by many media 
outlets, these individuals are being released 
into our society without the proper screening 
for diseases. 
There are other factors related to oil field 
activities and law enforcement operations 
that may be having a direct effect on the 
flow of human traffic in our area. 
As always we thank all the dedicated 
members that sacrificed their Father’s Day 
weekend to make the trip down. These are 
awesome people doing what they can to 
make a difference. 
for Dave B.  

VP of Public Events 
Last month I told you June was shaping up 
to be a busy month and  it certainly has 
been with much more to go.  
The A team Hoot G. did a presentation in 
Yoakum that paid off super big in donations. 
I chided them that the audience had to be 
made up of Middle East oil Sheik’s to get 
that many dollars per head. But the big 
event was the Texas Republican Convention 
here in Fort Worth.  
At times we had them 3 deep and I want to 
thank Tom K. and Dr. Mike V. who worked 
the table every day. A big hand for Ken B., 
Derrik L., delegates Heidi T. and both Dale 
and Mary H. who did double duty.  
They had to fight the battle of the so called 
“Texas Solution”. A proposal that pretty 
much meant amnesty when all the legalese 
and couched words were parsed. This was 
sponsored by big business looking for cheap 
labor and it was obvious it was extremely 
well funded. That was what most of the 
delegates who came to the table asked us 
about.  
We had 2,yes 2 out of the few thousand who 
engaged us, who were for it. I would show 
them the picture of the Tango Blast gang 
member that we helped Border Patrol 
apprehend last month. I would then 
comment “what are you gonna do with these 
types?”  They had no answer except to say 
it could be “worked out”. 
The display hours were from 7AM to 7PM so 
we were very tired out at the end of the day 



and just a tad hoarse. I am told the 
‘Solution” amendment was pretty much shot 
down. I would like to think TBV played a part 
in this as we were able to educate a few 
thousand delegates as to what really 
happens on our border. The news hype 
about the increased activity in the RGV they 
were being fed by the conservative media at 
the time helped us to make our story all the 
more convincing. They would come to the 
table and say “did you hear about all those 
people coming across the Border? Our 
response was “Hear it …Hell, we see it” let 
me tell you about it. We banked some good 
donations from a grateful crowd too. Lots of 
“God Bless you for what you do” was very 
often heard. I am thinking we ought to go 
next year to the Texas Democrat 
Convention. Wouldn’t that be fun! 
Dennis M.  

VP of IT 
While it wasn’t our best, I want to thank 
everyone who participated in the June 
watch. Your sacrifice of time away from 
family and $$ are much appreciated.  And 
as I mention most every watch, videos and 
pictures are critical to helping get our 
message out, so thanks again for those 
efforts! 
The May website and FB traffic was 
excellent with the website having almost 
1300 pages viewed by over 915 unique 
visitors! And, in addition to the U.S. visitors, 
we had traffic from Brazil, Cambodia, 
Canada, Colombia, Romania, Switzerland, 
Thailand, Kuwait, Romania and the UK.  Of 
note, on May 9 and again on May 27, we 
had website visitors from the Dept. of 
Homeland Security (hmmm) in D.C. 
As for the web traffic so far in June, the 
invasion down on the border has caused our 
website traffic to set new records, so I’ll 
have some huge numbers to report next 
month. 
On the Facebook side, by the end of May 
we hit 6632 likes, up over 120 from April and 
we are now over the 7000 mark! Total post 
reach (the number of folks our posts were 
served to) was over 189,000, which is great!  
You all just do a spectacular job of helping 
spread the word via our social media! Keep 
up the great work!  As with the website, I 
expect the June Facebook 
traffic/shares/posts reach numbers to be at 
or near record levels given what’s going on 
at the river.  As always, big, big thanks to 
Jim, Tom and Linda for the lion’s share of 
FB postings and commentary. Finally, 

thanks again for all your efforts, both on 
watch and spreading the word; your efforts 
are appreciated and they count!! 
On the technology front, the TBV board is 
contemplating the purchase of another 
thermal camera, with generous contributions 
over the last few weeks! 
Ken B.  

TBV CommentCorner 
Texas Solution Defeated by Grassroots 
Activists 
I thought that sitting in the Texas brush at 
night, with the heat causing sweat to trickle 
down my back, the talcum powder like dust 
inside my clothes, and the strain of keeping 
a night vision scope was tough, but that was 
nothing compared to the drama experienced 
during the immigration plank floor fight at the 
2014 Republican Party of Texas (RPT) 
Convention in Ft. Worth, Texas. 
After a week of intense debate and public 
testimony in both the Temporary and 
Permanent Platform Committee, the existing 
guest worker program was reworded to be a 
“Provisional Visa Program” which still 
allowed for those illegally in our country to 
obtain legal status. However, a replacement 
plank based on Dan Patrick’s website’s 
border security page was submitted for the 
proposed immigration reform plank to the 
platform. That last minute substitution by the 
grassroots failed on a 15 – 15 tie.  
Consequently, seven members of the 
Permanent Platform Committee signed a 
“minority report” which guaranteed the 
alternate proposal would go to the 
convention floor for a vote on the competing 
options.   
Once we were on the floor, the conservative, 
no-amnesty Republican activists thought we 
had a good chance to replace the committee 
recommended plank with a plank that 
removed the majority of the guest worker 
program language. Unfortunately, the 
presenter of the minority plank offered a 
subsequent amendment to the original plank 
language that added a “trigger” language to 
the provisional visa program.  Confusion 
reigned throughout the convention. People 
did not know what they were debating or 
voting for!  Indeed, through a series of 
parliamentary procedures the “trigger” 
amendment was adopted and the minority 
report was voted down without debate. The 
grassroots delegates were shocked.  We 
had been out maneuvered by the political 
elites and corporate interests. Since the 
minority report was now dead, subsequent 



attempts were made to at least strike the 
provisional visa language from the now 
amended original plank. That effort also 
failed. At that moment, when all seemed 
lost, it appears divine providence stepped 
into the proceedings. 
An unknown activist had filed another 
amendment before the deadline. This 
unexpected amendment combined parts of 
the proposed plank and the minority report 
and made changes that caused the 
amendment to be stronger than either 
previous version. This substitution 
amendment called for more resources to the 
border, joint operations and training with 
local law enforcement, DPS and the Texas 
State Guard, building a contiguous physical 
barrier and no provisional visa program 
(guest worker). The activists across the 
convention hall were stunned once again!  In 
a matter of moments, it was decided that 
this was a strong immigration reform plank 
that did not promote a legal status amnesty.   
Via text messaging, emails and tweets the 
conservative grassroots put out the word – 
Vote Yes!  The pro-amnesty establishment 
crowd immediately felt the danger to their 
well-executed and choreographed plans. 
They began whipping their delegates as our 

side whipped ours.  People were yelling and 
holding up placards that implored the 
delegates to vote YES.  And then the 
moment of truth, the RPT Chair called for 
the vote.  The voice vote was inconclusive 
so a division of the house was called for a 
“standing” vote. Those who voted yes stood 
and let their numbers be known. Then the 
“no” votes stood to be counted. And for the 
second time that day, the hand of God was 
felt. The RPT Chairman turned to his 
convention officers to ask which side 
prevailed and the Parliamentarian called it 
one way and the Secretary called it the 
opposite. That left the Chair with no choice 
but to call for a roll call vote.  At the end of 
the day, the vote was 4764 to 3735 to 
substitute the committee’s amended plank 
with the stronger grassroots version. It was 
an unbelievable 60 to 40% victory for the 
grassroots that was right in line with TBV 
positions. 
While the more conservative grassroots won 
out over the political elites and corporate 
interests, I would much rather spend my 
time in the Texas brush watching for criminal 
trespassers and defending Texas. 
Dale H.    


