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TBV March 2015 Watch write up

The Texas Border Volunteers just finished a successful and fulfilling watch in South Texas.
Traffic has slowed down tremendously. Last year at about the same time our TBV watches were
reporting around 80 illegals with a 50-60% apprehension rate by Border Patrol. During this past
Watch, our Volunteers reported a total of 15 Illegal Aliens, or Criminal Trespassers, with a 100%
apprehension rate by Border Patrol. The number reported is low but a 100% rate of capture by
Border Patrol is in the win-win column!
It is well known that the majority of illegals that are processed here in Brooks County by the
Falfurrias Border Patrol are OTM’s (Other Than Mexican). In fact, the intruder in the picture is
from Guatemala.
Here is some valuable information from a reliable source. This may help others understand what
happens to those OTM’s that are apprehended by Border Patrol.
Border Patrol processes OTM’s by entering the finger prints of the individuals into the system and
if all is negative, (no criminal record or wanted) they are set up for deportation.
Some sectors mandate everyone caught gets magistrated for illegal entry. Most of the time, due
to limited jail space it results in what we nicknamed "the blue light special" which is time served
and 3 years unsupervised probation. This results in them having a criminal record.
If the OTM has a prior deportation or criminal record, they will serve from 6 months to three years.
If they have a warrant, the originating Agency is contacted. It can be as far away as Alaska. If
they don't want to extradite the individual, they are magistrated.
Once the OTM has been to court the ICE Detention and Removal Office takes over. At this point,
Border Patrol no longer has any say in the matter. DRO may deport them, release them on bond
or release them on their own recognizance.
There aren't enough Immigration Judges and ICE handles that side of the process. Border Patrol
does the apprehending of illegals, the processing and the paperwork. ICE has their own rules
regarding catch and release from the higher ups. The ICE DRO administration is in charge of the
deportation proceedings.
Besides more border security and enforcement, we need to have more Immigration Judges and
streamlined deportations!



Chairman
This month has seen some changes in TBV
Board personnel. Jim G. has stepped down
from his position as Executive Vice
President and VP for Administration. He will
continue his general membership with us
and will assist in making the transition as
smooth as possible. We are pleased to
announce that Ken B. will take over the
Executive VP position and will continue to
serve as VP for Information Technology.
Mary H. has been tabbed to take the VP for
Administration position and will assume the
additional duty of Media Liaison. We are
very fortunate to have such talented people
willing to step up to the challenges of
helping to keep TBV the outstanding
organization that it has become.
Dr. Mike Vickers

President/VP of Membership
The recently completed March watch was
uniquely successful. While the total number
of Criminal Trespassers (CT’s) we reported
and that were subsequently apprehended by
law enforcement was somewhat lower than
our usual monthly numbers, it was unique in
that it is the first time that the apprehension
rate reached 100% for an entire watch. We
reported 15 and 15 were apprehended!
Many thanks are extended to those
volunteers who spotted and reported these
CT’s.
New members attending in March for the
first time were Gary G. and Michael T.
Welcome aboard, gents!
The cold weather we have been enjoying is
likely to not stick around for our next watch.
Therefore, attendees probably should take
precautions that haven’t been necessary
during the last few months. Remember, our
operating area is plagued with rattlesnakes.
Their breeding season is beginning and will
continue until mid-May. This makes them
very active. So, snake boots or snake
guards should be worn anytime one is afield.
It might also be a good idea to put a snake
bite kit in your “go” bag. Of course, other
little un-pleasantries will also return in the
form of insects. Permethrin, widely available
in the sporting goods sections of major
retailers, is a very good repellent for ticks
and chiggers. It must be applied to clothing
and allowed to dry. Permethrin should never
be applied directly to the skin. While
Permethrin helps repel mosquitoes, the

application of a mosquito repellent directly to
the skin gives even better results. A
repellent containing Deet is very good, but
“Skin Smart” is almost as effective and
doesn’t soften plastics it comes into contact
with.
Hope to see you at the next watch!
Tom K.

EX. VP/ VP of IT
We had a small uptick in likes to 9,820 in
February. The most shared & liked post was
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/201
5/03/03/obama-immigration-fix-4m-illegals-
who-never-paid-u-s-tax-get-3-years-of-tax-
refunds/.Total post reach was almost 82,000
folks in February!
On the website, we had 763 page views and
315 first time visitors, including visitors from
8 countries in addition to U.S. visitors! We
had our typical visitors from D.C. including
the House of Representatives and
Homeland Security! As always, kudos to
Linda, Tom, Jim and now Mary H. (Welcome
Mary!) for fishing for good stories for FB and
a big, big thanks to all members who share
our mission and the availability of our
website and Facebook pages to friends and
family! Just two days ago, I was in my office
talking about our recent watch and one of
the fellas admitted not visiting our sites for
some time, so of course, I gave him some
friendly ribbing and told him there were new
stories every day and videos and pics
whenever we get them from our watches.
And on the picture topics, I realize at times it
can be difficult to remember to get pics or
video when the opportunity presents itself,
but it was really great to see a couple
members at the recent watch break out the
cameras and get me pics for the website!
Thanks and yes, they were posted not long
after the watch! I always come prepared to
accept the pictures from fellow TBVers at
the watch if I am there and if you take pics
or videos at a watch that I don’t make, you
can always email them to
webmaster@texasbordervolunteers.org or if
they are too large, email me and we’ll
arrange something! Again, many thanks.
Ken B.

Chief of Staff
The Illegal Alien traffic is still slow in this
area. However, some larger groups of 15-20
are being seen in other ranches. Falfurrias



Border Patrol is apprehending about 50 IA’s
a day.
On March 29th Dr. Vickers and Jim G. will be
doing our TBV presentation at the
Cattleman’s convention in Fort Worth. This
is an opportunity to show other ranchers the
damage and lack of safety that illegal
immigration has burdened us with.
Then, Dr. Vickers and I will be in
Washington DC in mid-April for FAIR’s
(Federation for American Immigration
Reform) radio shows. It is an honor to be
partnered with Arizona ranchers like the
Ladd’s and the Davis’s.
Mike and I have been witness to the
constant flood of illegal aliens in South

Texas for many years. We live with the
realities of an out of control border crisis
every day. Some in this area have packed
up their family and have moved to nearby
towns. But we are here to stay!
The first 2015 TBV Board meeting was held
during our March Watch. These minutes
are available to members only and upon
request.
Linda Vickers

VP of Mission Control
During TBV's March '15 Watch we got
another reminder how important it is for
Volunteers sitting around at Ops to have
boots on and all necessary field gear near to
hand. A GO BAG!
Alli-o reported a single entering the property
northbound from the southern boundary.
The Criminal Trespasser was "moving fast".
We had very little time to put a visual
perimeter around the brush area the CT had
entered into. We needed a quick "Hurry
Scurry"!
We got it done but I'm a bit disappointed that
Horsewhiskers, who was unloading lunch
trays, was the first mounted up and moving.
The noise and commotion that the CT heard
caused him to alter his route and lie down in
some tall grass. He was literally seconds
from sprinting to the fence along the
highway and getting away. Instead, he got a
ride to town courtesy of United States
Border Patrol.
The BP capture totals were slim but they got
100% of the CT's we reported. If the 15
captured are kept out of our country for one
year, we saved the taxpayers $165,000. It's
well worth the effort.
Have that Go Bag ready! See you at the
ranch.
Dave B.

VP of Public Events
Our last watch gave us 100% Border Patrol
apprehensions. That is something both TBV
and our Border Patrol friends can be proud
of.
I have seen all kinds of news reports of how
this Administration is conducting rules from
Homeland Security that put our BP folks in a
bad light with regard to their effectiveness in
the field. It is discouraging! But the Agents in
the Rio Grande Sector (Falfurrias in
particular) are superb in their actions with
us. I have never been disappointed with how
they respond to our sightings.
It will be interesting to see at our next watch
if the numbers of criminal trespassers are
higher. Hopefully, the percentage of Border
Patrol apprehensions will equal our last
watch.
We have another gun show coming up as
well and let’s see if the donations might pick
up also!
Dennis M.

TBV Comment Corner
As Dr. Vickers noted in his comments I have
resigned my board member position. I did so
for personal family reasons that have begun
to require much more of my time and
energy. I have no doubt that Ken and Mary
will do a superb job in the performance of
their new duties and I look forward to
assisting them as needed in the short term. I
will also attend watches whenever possible
and advocate for TBV both publicly and
through back channels at every opportunity.
Lastly, I would like to express my deepest
thanks to Doc, Linda, Tom, Dennis, and
Rocky for bringing me onto the Board some
six years ago and having the confidence to
allow me to represent TBV in some pretty
significant venues. It was an honor and a
pleasure. To all the current members that I
have had the privilege of knowing and
working with, thank you for your support and
more importantly, the friendships we have
forged over the years. I look forward to
continuing our relationships for the duration.
TBV is the flagship of border watch groups
and I am glad to be on board.
God bless,
Jim G. (Warthog)



“Team,
My first watch with TBV in March was a very
enlightening experience. It is definitely
something I want to do again.
Thanks to all the members that made it a
smooth experience, especially those that ran
the orientation.(Special thanks to Polecat
and Prussian for that).
And thanks to 5-0 for making me aware of
this opportunity and recommendation.”

Gary (Otter)

“Between the Illinois/Indiana Unions and
cheap illegal labor it’s getting real hard to
make an honest living in this area. Most
local governments who have local law
enforcement capabilities do not care. Keep
stopping them at the border! God Bless You!
Keep up the good work.”
From an email sent to TBV by Rick N.,
Businessman, Michigan City, IN


