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Chairman
Late last month Jim G. and I attended the
annual Texas Cattle Raiser’s convention in
Fort Worth.

Ranchers and vendors from all around the
state were in attendance. We were given
one of the sessions to brief ranchers on the
illegal immigration and border security
issues from the TBV perspective. In addition
to our presentation, we were fortunate to
share the stage with a representative from
the Texas Rangers and a rancher from the
western part of the state. Their comments
certainly served to reinforce our story. It was
clear that those in attendance were very
interested in what we had to say and as a
result we fielded a number of questions. No
doubt this was a significant opportunity for
us (TBV) to receive more positive exposure.
In fact, one rancher in attendance recently
contacted us about possibly coming to his
area for a repeat performance. This was all
made possible through the efforts of JR!
On behalf of all us at TBV, thank you JR.
Dr. Mike Vickers

President/VP of Membership
During our last watch, the subject of go
bags, or bug out bags, came up at an
evening briefing. Several members
expressed interest in what contents should
be in the ideal go bag. In order to address
this important subject, I consulted one of our

Field Leaders, who asked to remain
anonymous, though he provided most of the
information in this article. Of course, the
particular reason and place one is going
afield is, perhaps, the most important
consideration in determining the content of
one’s go bag.
For instance, one traveling in Alaska would
need different gear, and a lot more, than
someone exploring the Texas Rio Grande
Valley. For purposes of this discussion, we
will consider a scenario such as our
operating conditions in Brooks County.
Some of the items mentioned may be in
your pockets, rather than your go bag.
Perhaps the most critical, certainly in the
summer, is water. During warmer months,
(April – October) you should have at least
three bottles of water. If you are going to our
west most operating area, four should be the
minimum. A first aid kit with the following
contents should be included: snake bite kit,
stretch wrap tourniquet, two “Quik Clot”
sponges, gauze compression pads, an
antibiotic ointment, hand sanitizer, two pairs
of Nitrile gloves, 3M Steri-strip skin closure
bandages and Betadine swabs. In addition,
one might consider carrying a few Benadryl
tablets as they can be used to counter
allergic reactions. Other go bag items should
be a high output flashlight, a GPS or;
preferably; a Garmin Rino, at least one
spare radio and headset and spare batteries
for your radios and a high lumen flashlight.
Other items for consideration are brightly
colored surveyor’s tape, a few light sticks
and a multi tool (Leatherman or such). There
are many other things that could be
included, but it is thought that this list will
likely serve you well in the environment and
conditions under which we operate. Hope to
see you next watch!
Tom K.

EX. VP/ VP of IT
We continue to gain likes on our FB page up
about 50 last month. The most shared TBV



post in March was
http://www.forbes.com/sites/robertwood/201
5/03/03/obama-immigration-fix-4m-illegals-
who-never-paid-u-s-tax-get-3-years-of-tax-
refunds/ reaching almost 6,500 folks! Great
job everyone. Total number of folks our
posts were served to was almost 86,000, so
we continue to be pleased and thankful for
your posts, sharing and likes on our TBV FB
page! Thanks to Tom, Linda, Hoot and Mary
for the post suggestions and work! Website
traffic was pretty much in line with January
and February’s visitor load. We do have the
pics posted from the April watch one of
which is a find by TBV members that if
you’ve not seen it yet, you should visit the
Illegal Alien pics or miscellaneous page to
see what members found! As always thanks
for the pics folks; pics and videos are a great
tool in getting our message out as you know!
And if you’ll please indulge, I’d like to
address something I ran across when
analyzing our Facebook page traffic. One of
the stats at our disposal on Facebook is
visitor age distribution. I won’t say I was
shocked as much as I was disappointed and
what made me think of this was when we
had our grandson over last Saturday. Of all
the visitors to our FB page, where age is
known, less than 5% of females and only
about 10% of males under 35 “like” our page
and my point is…the policies of the last 6-7
years on illegal immigration, jobs, voting
demographics, in-state tuition and “free
stuff” are already impacting we “50 and
over” folks, but the impact on the younger
generation could be worse and if not turned
around, the impact felt much longer than it
has been thus far! So I had a question and
request (serious ones), a) please be sure
you’re doing all you can to share these
issues, including our FB and website pages,
with the under 35 crowd around you and b)
share with the board or me specifically, any
ideas you might have for reaching the
younger audience, particularly thru FB.
Thinking outside the box…like should I look
for buttons like the FB share, email, or
Instagram on our pages? HOW do we reach
the under 35 audience? Personal contact
thru family? They need to understand the
long term impact to them that illegal aliens
present. I already use Twitter and have
Twitter buttons on our better website pages,
and I can’t track “age” on the website, but
we can on FB! It really bothers me that the
under 35 folks aren’t visiting our pages and
the stories we post on FB are at least as

important for them and probably more, than
they are for the “more seasoned” among us!
One thing I thought of is stressing at the gun
shows and presentations like the one
coming up in Canyon Lake, encouraging
folks we talk to face-to-face to visit our FB
page and show it to their younger family
members and friends.
To put my “own words to action”, I’m going
to sit my two daughters down and my son-
in-law and show them our FB and website
pages because frankly, I don’t even know
how often they view them. If you have any
thoughts you wish to share on how to better
reach the under 35 crowd, I’d love to discuss
at a watch or you can reach me at
webmaster@texasbordervolunteers.org.
Thanks for your involvement and support!
Ken B.

Chief of Staff
The FAIR organization http://www.fairus.org/
spotlighted a Radio Row in Washington DC
called Hold Their Feet to the Fire. Both Dr.
Vickers and I were fortunate to be invited for
a multitude of radio talk show interviews
from Idaho, Arizona, West Virginia,
Michigan, California, Arkansas, South
Carolina, Virginia and Minnesota!
Before Mike and I left for DC our TBVer from
Midland, Pat K., recommend that we get on
Dan “Ox” Ochsner show and low and
behold….guess who we bumped into upon
our arrival?
We went to the bar at the hotel to get
something to eat and drink. A man was
having a late supper and looked at us and
said "You guys from Texas?"
We struck up a conversation and he said he
was one of the radio talk show hosts and
wanted us on his show. He then plopped
down his card....I had to tell him about his
listeners in Midland, Texas!
He was flabbergasted.
Little does he realize that some higher ups
in the USBP and former DHS also listen to
him and like what he has to say!
His show was one of the last of the 15
interviews and both Mike and I were
exhausted. You can hear the hoarseness in
our voices.
http://knsiradio.com/podcasts/ox-afternoon-
podcast/?ccm_paging_p_b6039=2
Other ranchers that were present came from
Arizona, The Ladd’s and the Davis’s. Both
couples are very out spoken and have many
first hand encounters with illegal aliens and
the problems that it causes landowners.
Great people but they have a very different



relationship with their local Border Patrol not
near as good as we have here in Brooks
County.

Every day I am thankful for my local BP
agents. Traffic may have slowed down but
that is no reason to relax. Falfurrias BP is
ready for any surge but they need what was
promised. And that would be more boots on
the ground and an expanded station/larger
checkpoint!
Linda Vickers

VP of Public Events
Some folks may be disappointed with the
low numbers of Criminal Trespassers seen
this last watch but isn’t that what we are
looking for? Exactly! Low numbers!
The fact is they are swimming, wading or
rafting across the river some 60 miles south
of us looking to give up. Looking for BP or
National Guard to give up to and be saved
by whatever document our President has
planned for them. The folks we see don't
want that as they have some other reason
not to be giving up.
A short time ago when we would see a
group of 60 followed shortly by a group of
50. For now, those days are over, but they
could return as fast as ever. The small
numbers we are seeing now are good in a
way. Let's stay with our plan and see what
happens.
Dennis M.

TBV Comment Corner
“The TBV has been a high spot my last few
years. I appreciate my connection to a group
of people involved on their mission of

service to citizens of our country. I always
looked forward to watches with concerned
folks as we worked to attempt help protect
the U.S.
Health slowly got in the way in being able to
perform well.
To you guys I wish safety and success on
your mission. GOD BLESS you.”
Burt C., “Hangfire”

“Wish we could get people to understand the
seriousness of our open borders; it has all
but ruined this country and will be the cause
of many more deaths in the USA. It already
has in many ways that people never think
of…drug overdose, illegal predators, illegals
driving drunk and before long it will be this
kind of violence (cartel shootings) in our
country, plus a terrorist attack.”
Eva K.


