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President/VP of Membership
Last month’s newsletter article brought a few
responses that seemed appropriate to
address this month. As noted last month, we
are attempting to address just those items
needed in our operating area. Having said
that, however, there are many items not
mentioned last month that one may care to
have in their go bag or otherwise available.
Such items include: pocket knife, compass
(in case your GPS fails), several nutrition
bars (granola?), a whistle, insect repellent
and sun screen. Additional items you may
find useful are: a rain poncho, a small pack
of baby wipes and water purification tablets.
A personal favorite of mine is four or five
envelopes of EcoDrink multivitamin
electrolyte mix. The items listed in last
month’s article and those listed here, of
course, are not everything you might need
or find useful in an emergency situation.
However, if you take all these items afield,
you will be well prepared for most
eventualities.
Tom K.

VP of Administration
Texas has made a historic step towards
obtaining operational control of its southern
border. On April 20th, the Senate
Subcommittee on Border Security held a
public hearing on Senate bill 1252. This bill
grants the Governor legislative support to
begin negotiations with other states to form
an interstate compact for border security.
The envisioned interstate compact is
expected to provide the member states with
direct federal authority to implement border
security and immigration enforcement under
existing immigration laws. Once such a
compact is formed, and Congressional
consent is achieved, the compact assumes
the force of federal law and cannot be
revoked or changed by a subsequent
Congress. Oh, by the way, the President
does not have a role in the congressional
consent role. Perhaps, the Republicans in

Congress will have a phone and a pen that
they can use!
While the content of the bill is very brief, it
contains powerful language that has not
been found in any Texas state law or
regulation. For instance, SB 1252 defines
an illegal alien as “a person who is not a
citizen or national of the United States; and
is unlawfully present in the United States
according to the terms of 8 U.S.C. Section
1101 et seq.” This bill requires joint action
by the compacting states to include
providing for “the operational control of this
state ’s border with Mexico by the total
detection and apprehension or deflection of
illegal aliens attempting to cross the border
into this state; and otherwise enforcing
federal immigration laws, including
detecting, apprehending, detaining,
prosecuting, releasing, and monitoring of
illegal aliens.” It should also be noted, that
all of the states in the compact must pass a
bill with the identical language. This is the
text of the Texas bill passed by the Senate:
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/bill
text/html/SB01252E.htm
During the hearing, DPS Director McCraw
testified regarding the serious crimes
resulting from an unsecured border and lack
of state authority to address border security.
Border Patrol Agent, Hector Garza of the
Laredo Sector, shocked the committee by
stating that it is an ICE policy to release the
coyote apprehended, if the group was less
than six people and they have not been
harmed. Let me repeat that – if the group
that is apprehended are less than 6, the
coyote is automatically released. Senator
Hall, author of the bill, repeated this
information several times to emphasize the
impact of the federal government’s lack of
prosecutorial standards. Two Sheriffs, on
behalf of the Sheriffs Association of Texas,
testified in support of the bill, as did several
other grassroots activists. The most heart-
rending testimony of the day was from Dan



Golvach, whose son was brutally murdered
by an illegal alien.
The last testimony of the day was from
Texas Border Volunteer, Dale H. Dale
spoke to the committee and answered
questions in support of the bill by relating his
experiences on the border as a TBV
member, and grassroots activist. Dale also
submitted written testimony from Jim ‘Hoot’
Gibson, on behalf of the TBV, into the public
record. It should be noted that there were
no opponents of the bill who gave any public
testimony. Complete video of the public
testimony can be viewed at Senate
Subcommittee on Border Security
Testimony [SB 1252 was taken up by the
committee at the 46 minute mark].
http://tlcsenate.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.p
hp?view_id=30&clip_id=9817
SB 1252 was voted out of the subcommittee
the following day, and out of the full
committee (Veteran Affairs & Military
Installations) the next day. The bill has been
passed by the full Senate and passed on to
the Texas House where it awaits further
action in the House State Affairs Committee.
Prospects for passage by the Texas
legislature look doubtful considering the
House Speaker’s disregard for border
issues. It is hoped that the Governor will put
this bill back on the special session
expected to be called after adjournment of
the regular session.
I would like to thank all of the grassroots
activists and TBV members who have

worked with the Legislature to pass real
solutions to address the open border
situation.
Mary H.

VP of Public Events
In my last newsletter I wondered how our
next gun show might do in terms of
donations and I must tell you it was poor.
Despite a nice crowd we didn't do well at all.
We had about the normal for folks stopping
at the table to talk, but not to reach for their
wallets at the end of the conversation. One
must remember we have been doing this Ft
Worth gun show for 9 years now. We have
another coming up in June so we can see
how the crowd reacts to our presence then.
On another subject I feel as though I am
very unlucky. I had a presentation 70 miles
up the road in Gainesville at 7PM. I drove up
in a terrible heavy traffic route. Got there, set
up and was ¼ way thru the presentation
when the lights shut off a couple times and
the lady in charge said the meeting was
over. A tornado had been spotted just south
of town and anyone headed south
suggested they stay inside the venue. I got
out an hour later and the rain was so heavy I
could only do 40mph on Interstate 35. What
a mess.
Dennis M.


